
Teaching Global Issues

• Global Issues: Sustainability and Citizenship provides learners with 

opportunities to reflect upon diverse worldviews and perspectives 

as they conduct inquiry into issues that are crucial to living in a 

contemporary, connected, interdependent world. 

• The course is intended not only to enrich learners’ awareness of 

significant global issues, but to develop an ethos of concern as 

they come to understand their own capacities as contributing 

members of their local, national and global communities. 

• As they develop and practice the competencies of citizenship, 

students become able to envision and work toward a better future 

for all. 

• They develop an ethos of engaged citizenship founded on the 

recognition of the importance of ecological principles as they 

address issues of social justice, economic sustainability and 

quality of life on Earth. 



The overarching 

goal of this course is 

the development of 

active democratic 

citizenship based 

on these four pillars, 

with a particular 

focus on ecological 

literacy and social 

justice. 



Four Pillars of Education for the Future





 Unlike the previous ‘World 
Issues’ offering, there is no 
final examination.

 25% of the students’ final 
grade is to be hinged on a 
‘Take Action Project’. 

 The course takes an inquiry 
approach: the role of the 
teacher shifts from covering 
content to becoming a 
guide and facilitator. 

 Topics of study may be 
based on student needs, 
interests, and new or 
emerging issues of global 
significance. 



Inquiry-based 
Learning 



Areas of Inquiry/Issue Selection :

 Media 

 Consumerism 

 Environment 

 Poverty, Wealth, and Power 

 Oppression and Genocide 

 Health and Biotechnology 

 Gender Politics 

 Social Justice and Human Rights 

 Peace and Conflict 

 Indigenous Peoples 

If students are to 

achieve a balance 

of breadth and 

depth in their 

understanding of 

global issues, they 

need to focus on a 

minimum of three

areas of inquiry 

over the length of 

this course. 



How does media 

influence, affect, 

and control us? 

Do media create 

or reflect our 

world? 





Significance and Scope 

• Why does this issue 

matter? To whom? 

• Who/what is affected 

by the issue? Who 

benefits? Who is 

harmed? 

• When/where/how 

did this issue begin? 



Evidence 

• Have I used a variety 

of sources, including 

primary sources?

• How reliable are my 

sources?

• How do the media 

treat this issue?



Perspective 

• How do perspectives 

differ on this issue? 

• Which perspectives 

are most defensible 

and why? Whose 

voices are not heard?

• What role do media 

play? 



Impact – Environmental, 
Social, Political, Economic

• What is happening at the 

local, national, and global 

level?

• What actions are being 

taken by citizens, 

governments, businesses, 

and other groups?

• What might be some of the 

short and long term 

consequences of these 

actions?



Connections 

• How has this issue changed over 

time? What might be future 

concerns?

• How is this issue connected to 

other environmental, social or 

economic concerns?

• Is this issue part of a larger trend or 

problem?

• How does this issue effect the 

environment? Economy? Society? 

Quality of life?

• Why does this issue continue to be 

a problem and for whom?



Reflections

• How do you feel about 

the issue now that you 

know more about it? 

• How might this issue 

have been prevented? 

What could have been 

done differently? 

• What questions do you 

still have? 



Action/Praxis 

• Who needs to do what? 

What can and should we 

do? 

• What are the challenges/ 

barriers/risks to action? 

• What do I have to offer? 

How can I take action?

• How can I get others 

involved? 



TREATIES
 How does the media portray 

modern Treaty issues?

 How are sustainable development 
and Treaties connected?

 How may we relate Treaties to 
social justice and human rights? 

 What parallels can we draw 
between indigenous issues in 
Canada and other nations? 

 What are the connections 
between gender issues and 
Treaty issues? 



Applying Treaty 
Understandings to One’s 

Life 

Sub-Theme 1: Relationships

Topics:

1. Sustainability and Treaties

2. Sustainability and the Treaty Relationship

Sub-Theme 2:Traditional Teachings

Topics:

1. Stories in the Oral Tradition – Oral History 

as Primary Evidence

2. Concept of Reciprocity: The Treaty 

Relationship

Sub-Theme 3:History

Topics:

1. The Treaty Implementation Experience in 

Manitoba

2. Social Justice: Perspectives and Challenges

Sub-Theme 4: Treaties

Topics:

1. Inventory of Treaties in Manitoba and 

Canada

2. The Treaty Relationship: Economic and 

Social Prosperity




