


Facilitation

When the Treaties were made in Manitoba the discussions were about building relationships,
settlement and opportunities for all people to succeed in this land. Treaties define the rela-
tionship between people; the Crown and First Nations. Like any relationship it takes a con-
tinual commitment to make things work and evolve. Treaty relationships are no different;
they entail reciprocity, respect and a commitment to work together to build a stronger and

healthier nation.

The TRCM mandate also requires that we facilitate an open
discussion in respect to the Treaty relationship, Treaty rights
and the differing views of the Treaties. The TRCM does not
advocate for the First Nations or Crown perspective of the
Treaties but works to create dialogue and understanding of
those perspectives while maintaining principles of honour
and respect in our coexistence. Working together to increase
the knowledge of the Treaties will lead our future generations
in the spirit of fostering understanding of cultural diversity and
its importance to our unique society.

During this fiscal year the Treaty Commissioner endeavoured
to take the dialogue to the sectors identified in the outreach strat-
egy — public, private, and corporate. The Treaty Commissioner
made presentations on the Treaties, Treaty Relationship, and
TRCM to 48 governmental and non-governmental agencies
reaching over 1700 individuals.

“While it’s easy to think of the Treaties as history, we
must keep in mind they are as relevant today as they
were the day they were signed. The Treaties are not
frozen in time. They are living agreements fundamen-
tal to the Manitoba we know today. Understanding the
Treaties is crucial to understanding where we’ve been
and where we’re going collectively, as Manitobans and
Canadians.”

— Hon. Greg Selinger, 2010

PARTNERSHIPS

The Treaty Relations Commission of Manitoba (TRCM)
is a neutral body, created through a partnership between the
Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs (AMC) and Canada with a
mandate to strengthen, rebuild and enhance the Treaty rela-
tionship and mutual respect as envisaged by the Treaty parties.

MERN Treaties and Reconciliation panel hosted by TRCM
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Facilitation

MERN event featuring TRCM Speakers’ Bureau special guest Ovide Mercredi

In the essence of which the TRCM was created; partnerships
have been a major objective and focal point of the current
TRCM mandate. The TRCM recognizes partnerships as
having the ability to make great changes in main stream
society as knowledge and information is received about the
Treaties and the Treaty relationship. By bringing organizations
together, building awareness and creating relationships, the
partnerships created by and with the TRCM are unique and
continue to evolve as understanding about the Treaties is
achieved.

Throughout the course of the TRCM’s mandate partnerships
were successfully secured with the following organizations
and businesses. The TRCM continues to work with its current
Partners to maintain their relationships. In this fiscal year the
TRCM and its partners collaborated on the following:

e The Royal Canadian Mounted Police “D” Division —
Aboriginal Perception Training

e Manitoba First Nations Education Resource Centre —
Treaty Education Initiative

e Indigenous Leadership Development Institute,
Inc. — WIBF

e Parks Canada — Lower Fort Garry Treaty
Commemoration

e Brandon University — Sherry Peden, MERN

MANITOBA EDUCATION RESEARCH NETWORK

The TRCM began the relationship with the Manitoba
Education Research Network (MERN) to facilitate seminars
based on the impact of Treaties in everyday life. However,
these seminars have led to an informal advisory relationship
and finally with the TRCM being selected to be an affiliate
member of MERN. Through the affiliate membership with
MERN the TRCM is able to reach and influence current and
future educators to share the importance of Treaties and the
Treaty Relationship. The TRCM has been active with this
membership and has facilitated one major seminar titled
Treaties and Reconciliation on December 15-16, 2011 and
sharing our research strategy with educators in all corners of
the province via video conference of the MERN Winter Forum
called Respecting People and Place: Connecting Schools and
Communities on January 27, 2012.

“Treaties are sacred promises and the Crown’s honour
requires the Court to assume that the Crown intended
to fulfil its promises.”

— Supreme Court of Canada, 1996
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Treaty Relations Commission of Manitoba

400—-175 Hargrave Street
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3C 3R8

P: 204 777-1871 @ F: 204 777-1874
Toll Free: 1 866 296-3228

www.trcm.ca



