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Treaty Education  

 

Treaty Education  
The Treaty Education is a kindergarten to grade 12 public education initiative of the Treaty 

Relations Commission of Manitoba (TRCM) in partnership with the Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs 

(AMC), including the Council of Elders, Indigenous and Northern Affairs Canada (INAC), Manitoba 

Education and Training, and the Manitoba First Nations Education Resource Centre (MFNERC).  

The overarching goal of the TEI is to increase the knowledge and understanding of Treaties and 

the Treaty relationship for all students in Manitoba. Begun in 2009-10 as the Treaty Education 

Initiative, it has resulted in the development and implementation of K-12 Treaty education 

teacher resources and a full Treaty Education Kit since September 2014.  

The purpose of Treaty Education is to provide classroom teachers with a resource of foundation-

building information, outside links, and educational materials to facilitate the delivery of Treaty 

ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊŜŀǘƛŜǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

Treaty relationship to all Canadians. 1 

These resources are intended to complement and enhance Manitoba curricula and the learning 

outcomes are carefully woven into existing Manitoba curriculum foundation documents. The 

¢9LΩǎ Y-мн ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ resource guides are framed on four big ideas: Relationships, Traditional 

Teachings, History, and Treaties. 

¢ƘŜ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ DǳƛŘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ ƭƛƴƪŜŘ ǘƻ 

Manitoba social studies curricula. Social 

studies ς a curricular melding of history, 

geography, current events, and civics ς was 

the natural entry point when aligning Treaty 

education with Manitoba learning 

outcomes.  

 

Grade 12: The Treaties and the Treaty 
Relationship  
In 2018 ς 2019  the TRCM piloted its 

flagship grade 12 course, The Treaties and 

the Treaty Relationship. The course meets all Manitoba Education requirements for registry as 

a School Initiated Course (SIC).  

 
1 Adapted from Treaty Relations Commission of Manitoba (2009). Request for Proposal: Treaty Education in 
Manitoba  
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Meant as a capstone to Treaty Education, it is centred around five core entry points. Clusters 1  

to 4 explore the following themes:  

¶ Relationships 

¶ Traditional Teachings  

¶ History  

¶ Treaties 

Cluster  5 is an opportunity for students to investigate five sub-themes using Treaties as a lens:  

¶ Treaties and Reconciliation 

¶ Treaties and Indigenous Peoples 

¶ Treaties and the Environment 

¶ Treaties and UNDRIP 

¶ ¢ǊŜŀǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ /ƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴŀƭ [ŀw 

 

The Treaties & the Treaty Relationship: Localizing Learning 
 

To make relevant the exploration of Treaties, it is imperative that teachers offer students the 

opportunity to explore the Treaty relationship in a local context. The intent of this guide to offer 

teachers to tools to achieve this.  

At the very crux of the Manitoba Treaty experience is relationships. While the Treaty relationship 

applies to the Canadian experience as a whole, relationships begin and are fostered locally.  

American historian Joseph Amato2 ǿǊƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ψŀƭƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀƭΩΦ In Rethinking Home Amato 

Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ΨǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƛƳŜ ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜ ŀ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΩ ŀƴŘ ƻƴƭȅ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ 

the platform for the most intimate of matters.  

Treaties were negotiated in local spaces with local First Nations leaders. The knowledge keepers 

and authors of local Treaty histories have lived locally and understand the local landscapes 

through their own life experiences. Both the land and these knowledge holders are the 

gatekeepers and custodians of rich these historical resources. Local Treaty history is a powerful 

tool that contributes to sense of place and the construction of identity for both Indigenous and 

non-Indigenous students.  

 
 

 
2 See: http://www.josephaamato.com/ 
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Local History  

What is local history?  

Local history is the study of history in a geographically local context: a neighbourhood, a 

community, a geographic  region, or in the case of our lens, a Treaty area. It differs from academic 

history in ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǊŜƭƛŀƴǘ ƻƴ ŀƴ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎΩǎ ǇŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦƛƴŜǎ ƻŦ Ǉƻǎǘ-secondary research 

methodologies. This does not mean that local history lacks depth or rigour; it means, rather, that 

local history is reliant on local sources. Local history often fills in the gaps left by academic history, 

offers new or differing perspectives, uncovers untold narratives, curates additional primary 

sources, and allows students to see their communities as part of national and international 

movements in history.  

[ƻŎŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Ψroots ǳǇΩ όŀǎǎǳƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƛǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

top of the history tree). Historian Ian Willis3 ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀǎ ŀ άǾƛŜǿ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳέΦ 

Seeds of ideas fall from ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ΨtreetopsΩ and find fertile soil and grow at the community level. 

Local histories provide the roots for the study of the past by nurturing the historical 

consciousness of ordinary citizens and their stories.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
3 See: http://www.historyworkshop.org.uk/local-history-a-view-from-the-bottom/ 
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Sources of Local History 
Sources of history fall into two broad categories. Primary sources are actual records which have 

survived and provide firsthand evidence of historical events. For example:  

¶ Written text of Treaties  

¶ Census/land  records 

¶ Electoral registers 

¶ Personal diaries 

¶ Fur trade journals 

¶ Fur trade business records 

¶ Church records 

¶ Newspapers and periodicals 

¶ School records 

¶ Government minutes/records 

¶ Maps  

¶ Photographs, sketches, paintings 

¶ Artifacts  

¶ Street directories  

 

Secondary sources are those which bring together and interpret primary historical material. 

These include books, magazines, research papers, pamphlets, edited video or audio sources, 

museum displays and internet websites.   

 

Oral History  
Oral history is a field of study and a method of gathering, preserving and interpreting the voices 

and memories of people, communities, and participants in past events.  

Oral testimony is an invaluable source of information for local history. The overarching goal of 

oral history is to add to the historical record. When used in conjunction with primary and 

secondary sources  it tests accuracy, reliability, and offers a metric for perspective; it helps us 

understand the broader historical context; and opens up new avenues of enquiry.   

Oral history is collected and shared: 

¶ through in-person interviews;  

¶ oral history collections recorded using audio or video devices;   

¶ print records of oral history interviews.  
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Historical Skills and Local History  
The study of history offers access to a wide body of information, ideas, and themes. Studying the 

past provides opportunities for our students to acquire, apply, and refine many skills and values, 

including those related to:  

¶ active democratic citizenship  

¶ communication and literacy  

¶ critical and creative thinking 

¶ research and inquiry 

¶ managing information and ideas 

¶ interpersonal and collaborative skills 

¶  respect for diversity 

¶ commitment to human rights 

¶ willingness to take a stand on ethical issues4 

Additional to these skills are the knowledge, skills, and attitudes embedded in the study of local 

history. Students will be able to: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 
4 See: https://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/cur/socstud/history_gr11/section2.pdf 

apply library 

research skills 
demonstrate 
knowledge of 
local history 

 

 appraise and 

catalogue  

documents 

obtained from 

research 

 analyze, 

interpret, and 

conduct 

research with 

primary sources 

 

practice 
interview skills 

 

observe 
protocols when 

interviewing 
Elders 

 

value oral 

tradition  

formulate 

historical 

conclusions based 

on local spaces 

and/or places  
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First Nations and Oral Tradition  
 

Since time immemorial, First Nations societies in North America have relied on the oral 

transmission of stories, histories, lessons and other knowledge to maintain a historical record 

and sustain their cultures and identities. Traditional languages and oral traditions form the 

foundation of society and culture, joining the speaker and listening as well as the past and the 

present.  

CƛǊǎǘ bŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ǿŀǎ ƻǊŀƭƭȅ ǘǊŀƴǎƳƛǘǘŜŘ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

person speaking, which usually were recollections of events which they saw, heard of, or took 

ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴΦ ΨYŜŜǇŜǊǎΩ ƻǊ ǎǘƻǊȅǘŜƭƭŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǊŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ 

their knowledge to other individuals and retold each account exactly as it was received from its 

original keeper.5 

 

Characteristics of Oral Tradition  

Oral tradition: 

¶ transmits the First Nations peoplesΩ worldviews, including the values, beliefs and the 

άŜǎǎŜƴŎŜέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ 

¶ requires the ability to listen and understand. 

 

Oral traditions: 

¶ are repetitious so teachings can be understood and will not be lost; 

¶ encompass values, customs, beliefs, traditions, songs, ceremonies, history and 

information about events; 

¶ are still practiced today by Elders who pass on important wisdom and knowledge that 

are invaluable to the culture, language and spirituality of their people. Elders 

acknowledge the source of oral history; 

¶ were shared only if they imparted accurate information; and 

¶ follow strict laws of respect. 6 

 

 

 
5 Source: Treaty Essential Learnings, TRCM, 2011 
6 Source: Treaty Essential Learnings, TRCM, 2011 
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Oral History and Treaty-making  
 

The Numbered Treaties are all written documents and capture the Treaty-making process on 

paper with a Crown/Government of Canada perspective. First Nations peoples have long 

maintained there is an oral factor to understanding the Treaty-making process and the relevance 

of the Treaty relationships.  

In modern times, the Supreme Court of Canada has stated that the Crown cannot ignore these 

oral terms while relying solely on the written ones. The Supreme Court of Canada has recognized 

the need to interpret the treaties in light of what was said before and during their negotiation.   

 

The Badger judgment of 1996 states: 

"The treaties, as written documents, recorded an agreement that had already been 

ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ƻǊŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ŜȄǘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǊŀƭ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘΦέ 

 

The judgment furthers that it is necessary to interpret treaties "in the sense that they would 

naturally have been understood by the Indians at the time of the signing."7 

 

Local Elders and knowledge keepers hold these perspectives and have passed them orally for 

generations.  

 

Fully understanding the history of Treaties in Manitoba means taking into account both First 

bŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ǊƻƻǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǊŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ǿƻǊŘΣ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ view 

of the Canadian government.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
7 Source: https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/treaties-from-1760-1923-two-sides-to-the-story-1.1081839 
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Land-based Learning  
 

¦ƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ƳŜŀƴǎ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ CƛǊǎǘ bŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ ƻǊŀƭ 

accounts of Treaty-making as well as Treaty-making sites, traditional territories, and sacred 

places. It also means recognizing Treaty history in the local urban landscape.  

Place-based education immerses students in local heritage, cultures, landscapes, opportunities 

and experiences, using these as a foundation for their studies.8 Even further, land-based learning 

offers opportunities for students to see themselves as part of the historical and contemporary 

¢ǊŜŀǘȅ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜΦ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊ 5ƻƭƻǊŜǎ /ŀƭŘŜǊƻƴΣ ά Χ we can see that a land education 

approach requires that students understand themselves fully within the context of place Χ. This 

means not only understanding themselves in the present and future of place, but also the past 

ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ŀƭƭ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǎƘŀǇŜǎ ǿƘƻ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǘƻŘŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŘǿŜƭƭΦέ9 

Land-based Learning and Exploring the Numbered Treaties  
When exploring the themes in Grade 12: Treaties and the Treaty Relationship, look for 

opportunities to incorporate place- and land-based learning into your practice.  

 

 

 

 

   Focus on local First bŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ Treaty history, experience, stories, imagery 

   CƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ CƛǊǎǘ bŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƴŀƳŜǎκǘƻǇƻƴȅƳȅ  

   Visit local Treaty-making sites and/or sacred places  

 Give learners an opportunity to work with locally developed resources 
 pertinent to Treaty  

Give students a chance to learn about Treaties on the land from local 
knowledge keepers  

Engage students with the urban landscape by exploring Treaty history 
and the names of local buildings, roads, bridges, parks, etc. 

 
8 For further reading, see: https://getd.libs.uga.edu/pdfs/elfer_charles_j_201108_phd.pdf 

9 Dolores Calderon (2014) Speaking back to Manifest Destinies: a land education-based approach to critical 
curriculum inquiry, Environmental Education Research, 20:1, 24-36, DOI: 10.1080/13504622.2013.865114 

Relationships  Traditional Teachings Treaties  History  

Treaties and the Treaty Relationship  
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Treaty-making Sites  

Source: Mediating the Numbered Treaties: Eyewitness Accounts of Treaties Between the Crown and Indigenous Peoples, 1871-1876,  
https://ourspace.uregina.ca/bitstream/handle/10294/3575/Krasowski_Sheldon_Phd_History_Fall2011.pdf 
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Your Local Treaty Story  
 

The aim of this document is to offer teachers guidance to localize student learning while 

delivering Grade 12: Treaties and the Treaty Relationship. Part Four of this guide is a snapshot of 

the Treaty experience in Manitoba.  

You will find an overview of the Numbered Treaties in Manitoba, following by a section dedicated 

to each of the Treaties. Each section contains useful information that you and your students can 

use to help learn about your local Treaty story. The information was collected from a variety of 

print sources therefore spelling, collective nouns, etc. vary based on the source. Consider it your 

ǘŀǎƪ ǘƻ ΨŦƛƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƭŀƴƪǎΩ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǊŀƭ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴΦ  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learning Approaches and Strategies 
²ƘŜƴ ŎǊŀŦǘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŜǎΣ ōŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜǎ, 

Essential Questions, and Enduring Understandings found in the Grade 12: Treaties and the Treaty 

Relationship curriculum. Next, determine your lesson content and devise the associated learning 

activities. These might include:  

¶ lectures and lesson overviews, such as a Word Splash or Anticipation Guide;  

¶ problem solving;  

¶ reflective discussion;  

¶ concept mapping;  

¶ Gallery Walks;  

¶ experiential learning, such as field trips;  

¶ role-playing;  

¶ inquiry; 

¶  independent study, such as essays, reports, journals, and computer-assisted instruction;  

¶ and interactive instruction, such as debates, brainstorming, cooperative learning groups, 

and Talking Circles.  

Backgrounder  

Treaty 

Witnesses  

Treaty-making 

Site  

First Nation 

Communities   Primary Sources 

Want to Know 

More? Links   
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The Numbered Treaties in Manitoba   

 

Treaties in Canada  
Both First Nations and the Crown had a history of Treaty-making prior to first contact. First 

Nations and Europeans continued the Treaty-making approach with each other in order to secure 

ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀŘŜ ŀƭƭƛŀƴŎŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ΨtŜŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ CǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇΩ ¢ǊŜŀǘƛŜǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ Ŏƻƭƻƴƛŀƭ 

period and the fur trade. With the issuing of the Royal Proclamation of 1763 by King George III, 

official guidelines were established for the acquisition of First Nations land whereby only the 

Crown could enter into Treaty negotiations with First Nations. 

The British Crown then embarked on a series of Treaties with First Nations primarily in Ontario 

with the aim of opening areas for settlement, farming and mining. After Confederation in 1867, 

the Dominion of Canada looked to the North-West Territories to expand and followed the 

precedent that had been set for Treaty-making. Between 1871 and 1921, eleven Numbered 

Treaties were negotiated between the Crown and First Nations covering the territories from 

present-day Ontario to Alberta and portions of British Columbia and the Northwest Territories.10 

 
10 Source: http://www.trcm.ca/treaties/numbered-treaties/ 
Map source: https://indigenousawarenesscanada.com/indigenous-awareness/what-are-treaty-rights/ 
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Treaties in Manitoba  
Treaties 1 through 5 encompass the majority of Manitoba. The Treaties were negotiated 

and entered into by Treaty Commissioners on behalf of the Crown and First Nations leaders. 

The Treaties in Manitoba are: 

¶ Treaty No. 1 was negotiated and entered into in  August 1871 at Lower Fort Garry. 

 

¶ Treaty No. 2 was negotiated and concluded in August 1871 at Manitoba House. 

 

¶ Treaty No. 3 was negotiated and entered into in October 1873 the Northwest Angle of 

Lake of the Woods. 

 

¶ Treaty No. 4 was negotiated and ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мутп ŀǘ CƻǊǘ vǳΩAppelle. First 

Nations within Manitoba entered into adhesions to Treaty No. 4 at Fort Ellice. 

 

¶ Treaty No. 5 was negotiated and concluded in September 1875 at Berens River, Norway 

House, and Grand Rapids. Adhesions to Treaty No. 5 were entered  

into ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ aŀƴƛǘƻōŀΩǎ ƴƻǊǘƘ between 1908 and 1910.  

 

¶ Treaty No. 6 was negotiated and concluded in August 1876 at Fort Carlton. 

 

¶ Treaty No. 10 was negotiated and entered into in August 1906 at Canoe Lake. 

 

¶ Treaties No. 6 & No. 10 have no territories in Manitoba; however, four communities are 

signatory to those Treaties.  

 

¶ The Dakota people were not a part of the Numbered Treaties; however, they are 

recognized as having use and occupation of territories within Manitoba and have 

secured alliances and arrangements with the Crown and First Nations. 11 

 

To download (PDF) or obtain a poster-sized map of the Manitoba Treaties, please visit 

http://www.trcm.ca/treaties/treaties-in-manitoba/view-pdf-interactive-map-of-numbered-

treaties-trcm-july-20-entry/ or call the Treaty Relations Commission of Manitoba.  

 

 

 
11 Source: http://www.trcm.ca/treaties/treaties-in-manitoba/ 

http://www.trcm.ca/treaties/treaties-in-manitoba/view-pdf-interactive-map-of-numbered-treaties-trcm-july-20-entry/
http://www.trcm.ca/treaties/treaties-in-manitoba/view-pdf-interactive-map-of-numbered-treaties-trcm-july-20-entry/
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Treaty No. 1: Factsheet  
 

Backgrounder: Treaty No. 1 was negotiated and entered into on August 3, 1871 at 

Lower Fort Garry. A few of the Manitoba  communities sharing the obligations and 

benefits of Treaty No. 1 include: Winnipeg, Brandon, Portage La Prairie, Selkirk, 

Steinbach, Lundar, Grand Beach, Emerson, Winkler and many more. 

Treaty Witnesses: Signing on behalf of the government were Lieutenant-Governor Archibald, 

Commissioner Simpson, Major Irvine and eight witnesses. The signatories for the Chippewas and 

Crees were Red Eagle (Mis-koo-ki-new or Henry Prince); Bird Forever (Ka-ke-ka-penais or William 

Pennefather); Flying Down Bird (Na-sha-ke-penais); Centre of Birds Tail (Na-na-wa-nanan); 

Flyinground (Ke-we-tay-ash); Whippoorwill (Wa-ko-wush); and Yellow Quill (Os-za-we-kwun). 12 

Map:  

 
12 Source: https://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/eng/1100100028660/1100100028662 
Map Source: http://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/DAM/DAM-INTER-HQ-AI/STAGING/texte-text/mprm_treaties_th-

ht_mb_1371839518086_eng.pdf 
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Treaty-Making Site:  

Lower Fort Garry  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Treaty No. 1 First Nation Communities:  
Brokenhead Ojibway Nation 

Fort Alexander (Sagkeeng First Nation) 

Long Plain First Nation 

Peguis First Nation 

Roseau River Anishinabe First Nation 

Sandy Bay First Nation 

Swan Lake First Nation 

 

Want to Know More? See: /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ IƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ Ψ¢ƘŜ bǳƳōŜǊŜŘ ¢ǊŜŀǘƛŜǎΩ - 

https://www.canadashistory.ca/explore/settlement-immigration/the-numbered-treaties 

{ŜŜΥ ±ƛǘŀƭ {ƛƎƴǎΣ Ψ²Ƙȅ ²Ŝ wŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ²ƛƴƴƛǇŜƎ Lǎ ƻƴ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅ м ¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅΩ - 

https://www.winnipegvitalsigns.org/vital-information/treaty-1/ 

https://www.canadashistory.ca/explore/settlement-immigration/the-numbered-treaties
https://www.winnipegvitalsigns.org/vital-information/treaty-1/
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Treaty No. 1: Primary Source 

 

 

Lieutenant-Governor Archibald was the negotiator for the Crown on the 

first Treaty signed at Lower Fort Garry in 1871 with the Chippewa and 

Swampy Cree.  

  

Your Great Mother wishes the good of all races under her sway. She wishes 

her red children to be happy and contented. She wishes them to live in 

comfort. She would like them to adopt the habits of the whites, to till land 

and raise food, and store it up against a time of want. . . . Your Great Mother, 

ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ ǿƛƭƭ ƭŀȅ ŀǎƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ΨƭƻǘǎΩ ƻŦ ƭŀƴŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ 

children forever. She will not allow the white men to intrude upon these lots. 

She will make rules to keep them for you, so that as long as the sun shall 

shine, there shall be no Indian who has not a place that he can call his home, 

where he can go and pitch his camp, or if he chooses, build his house and till 

his land.  

  

Source: From Treaty No. 1: 1871 Lt Governor to the Natives. Gerald Friesen, The 

Canadian Prairies: A History (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1987), pp. 138-

139.13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
13 Source: http://govlet.ca/en/pdf/cc2-blm-7.pdf 
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Treaty No. 1: Primary Source 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conference with First Nations Chiefs During Manitoba-First Nations Treaty, 1871.  

Glenbow Archives Na-1406-72 
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Treaty No. 1: Primary Source 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Treaty No. 1 Between Her Majesty the Queen and the Chippewas and the Crees of the Province 

of Manitoba and the Country Adjacent 

Source Library and Archives Canada  
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Treaty No. 1: Primary Source 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ojibwa treaty chief holding pipe, Red River area, Manitoba; ca. 1870s 

Source: Glenbow Archives/File number: NA-4406-2 
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Treaty No. 1: Primary Source 

 

 

 

MEMORANDUM OF THINGS OUTSIDE OF THE TREATY WHICH WERE PROMISED AT 

THE TREATY AT THE LOWER FORT 

SIGNED THE THIRD DAY OF AUGUST, A.D. 1871 

 

For each Chief who signed the treaty, a dress distinguishing him as Chief. 

For braves and for councillors of each Chief a dress; it being supposed that the braves and 

councillors will be two for each Chief. 

For each Chief, except Yellow Quill, a buggy. 

For the braves and councillors of each Chief, except Yellow Quill, a buggy. 

In lieu of a yoke of oxen for each reserve, a bull for each, and a cow for each Chief; a boar for 

each reserve and a sow for each Chief, and a male and female of each kind of animal raised by 

farmers, these when the Indians are prepared to receive them. 

A plough and a harrow for each settler cultivating the ground. 

These animals and their issue to be Government property, but to be allowed for the use of the 

Indians, under the superintendence and control of the Indian Commissioner. 

The buggies to be the property of the Indians to whom they are given. 

The above contains an inventory of the terms concluded with the Indians. 

Wemyss M. Simpson, 

Molyneux St. John, 

A.G. Archibald, 

Jas. McKay.14 

 

 
 

 

 
14 Source: https://w ww.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/eng/1100100028664/1100100028665 
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Treaty No. 2: Factsheet  
 

Backgrounder: Treaty No. 2 was negotiated and entered into on August 21, 1871 at 

Manitoba House. A few of the Manitoba  communities that share in obligations and 

benefits of Treaty No. 2 include Brandon, Dauphin, Melita, Minnedosa, Roblin, Virden 

and many more. 

Treaty Witnesses: After concluding negotiations for Treaty 1, Commissioner 

Simpson, Lieutenant-Governor ArchibaldΣ ŀƴŘ WŀƳŜǎ aŎYŀȅΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŜǊƪ ƻŦ aŀƴƛǘƻōŀΩǎ 

Legislative Assembly, Molyneux St. John, went to Manitoba Post. Treaty 2 was signed on behalf 

of the Anishinabe by Mekis, Sou-sonce, Ma-sah-kee-yash, François (Broken Fingers), and Richard 

Woodhouse.15 

Map:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
15 Source: https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/treaties-1-and-2 
Map Source: http://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/DAM/DAM-INTER-HQ-AI/STAGING/texte-text/mprm_treaties_th-

ht_mb_1371839518086_eng.pd 
f 
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Treaty-Making Site:  

Manitoba House  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Treaty No. 2  First Nation Communities:  
Dauphin River First Nation 

Ebb and Flow First Nation 

Keeseekoowenin Ojibway First Nation  

Lake Manitoba First Nation (Dog Creek) 

Lake St. Martin First Nation 

Little Saskatchewan First Nation 

O-Chi-Chak-Ko-Sipi First Nation (Crane River) 

Pinaymootang First Nation (Fairford) 

Skownan First Nation

 

Want to Know More?  

See: Ψ.¦ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊ ǘǊŀŎƪǎ Řƻǿƴ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅ bƻΦ н ƭŀƴŘƳŀǊƪΩ - 

https://www.brandonu.ca/news/2016/08/19/bu-researcher-tracks-down-treaty-no-2-landmark/     

See: Historic Sites of Manitoba: Manitoba House - 
http://www.mhs.mb.ca/docs/sites/manitobahouse.shtml 

https://www.brandonu.ca/news/2016/08/19/bu-researcher-tracks-down-treaty-no-2-landmark/
http://www.mhs.mb.ca/docs/sites/manitobahouse.shtml
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Treaty No. 2: Primary Source  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Treaty 2 Survey 

Survey of Reserve No. 67 for Chief South Quill's Band on Rolling River, Manitoba, 1897. 

Library and Archives Canada / MIKAN 4147663) 
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Treaty No. 2: Primary Source  

 

 

 

No description for photo.  

Source: Treaty 2 Territory; Historical Facts in the Territory  

See: http://treaty2wordpress.kiniw.com/index.php/historical-facts-in-the-territory/  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

http://treaty2wordpress.kiniw.com/index.php/historical-facts-in-the-territory/
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Treaty No. 2: Primary Source  

 

 
Map of Manitoba House showing the Trader's residence (#1), kitchen (#2), trading store (#3), 

provision store (#4), fur store and general warehouse (#5), and flour store (#6). Across the road 

was a dormitory for men, stables, and ice house (1891) 

Source: HuŘǎƻƴΩǎ .ŀȅ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅ !ǊŎƘƛǾŜǎΣ !ǊŎƘƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ aŀƴƛǘƻōŀ 
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Treaty No. 3: Factsheet  
 

Backgrounder: Treaty No. 3 was negotiated and entered into on October 3, 1873. 

¢Ƙƛǎ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅ ŀǊŜŀ ƭƛŜǎ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻǊŘŜǊǎ ƻŦ hƴǘŀǊƛƻΤ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ aŀƴƛǘƻōŀΩǎ 

Buffalo Point First Nation is a party to Treaty No. 3. Manitoba communities that share 

in the benefits and obligations of Treaty No. 3 include: Falcon Lake, Middlebro, Point 

du Bois and many more. Much of Whiteshell Provincial Heritage Park is within the 

Treaty No. 3 area. 

Treaty Witnesses: Lieutenant-Governor Alexander Morris, accompanied by a military escort; 

James McKay and other members of the Red River Metis. Chief Ayashwash signed the Treaty for 

Buffalo Point First Nation in 1873.16  

Map:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
16 Source: https://www.buffalopoint-firstnation.ca/history 
Map Source: http://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/DAM/DAM-INTER-HQ-AI/STAGING/texte-text/mprm_treaties_th-

ht_mb_1371839518086_eng.pdf 
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Treaty-Making Site:  

Northwest Angle  

 

 
 
 
Treaty No. 3  First Nation Communities:  
Buffalo Point First Nation  
 

 

Want to Know More?  

{ŜŜΥ ΨAlexander Morris And The Saulteaux: The Context And Making Of Treaty Three, 1869-то Ψ - 

http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/obj/s4/f2/dsk3/ftp04/MQ52083.pdf 

 See: The Paypom Treaty - http://caid.ca/paypom010208.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/obj/s4/f2/dsk3/ftp04/MQ52083.pdf
http://caid.ca/paypom010208.pdf
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Treaty No. 3: Primary Source  
 

 

Chief Mawedopenais was a spokesperson for the Aboriginal people at 

the Treaty 3 negotiations in October 1873. He is recorded to have 

stated: 

Now you see me stand before you all: what has been done here today has 

been done openly before the Great Spirit and before the nation, and I hope 

I may never hear any one say that this treaty has been done secretly: and 

now in closing this Council, I take off my glove, and in giving you my hand I 

deliver over my birth-right and lands: and in taking your hand I hold fast all 

the promises you have made, and I hope they will last as long as the sun rises 

and the water flows, as you have said.  

  

Source: From Treaty Three (1873) in J.R. Miller, Compact, Contract, Covenant: 

Aboriginal Treaty-Making in Canada (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2009), 

pp. 167, 170. 17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
17 Source: http://govlet.ca/en/pdf/cc2-blm-7.pdf 
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Treaty No. 3: Primary Source  

 

 

"Watercolour: Ojibway encampment, treaty with Governor Morris [Treaty no. 3, October 3, 

1873]" (Library and Archives Canada/Frederick Arthur Verner collection/C-005407).18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

18 Source: https://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/eng/1418853369350/1418854433358 
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Treaty No. 3: Primary Source  

 

 
The Manitoba Museum  

This is an original photograph of the conclusion of negotiations for Treaty No. 3 at the North 

West Angle. It was taken by Wright Bros. Photographers of Rat Portage, now Kenora, Ontario. 

The photo shows a gathering of First Nations Treaty negotiators. In the front row are four men, 

ǘƘǊŜŜ ƻŦ ǿƘƻƳ ŀǊŜ ǿŜŀǊƛƴƎ ƳŜŘŀƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎΦ Two of the men 

hold pipes with long pipe stems of the type used to invoke the Creator as witness to verify First 

bŀǘƛƻƴǎΨ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ǊƻǿƴΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅΦ19 

 

 

 

 
19 Source: https://www.canadashistory.ca/explore/settlement-immigration/the-numbered-treaties 
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Treaty No. 3: Primary Source  

 
The political climate facing the treaty commissioners at the North West 

Angle in 1873 was tense and foreboding. The Fort Frances negotiations 

in 1872 did not go well and after negotiating for sixteen days, tensions 

were high. A journalist who accompanied the commissioners summed 

up the end of the 1872 negotiations: 

 

The Indians flatly, firmly decline to enter into treaty with the Government 

until they have been paid for the road. The fact that they received, $3 each 

man,  woman and child, last year, and a liberal present of provisions in 

payment of all claims in the past, and on their promise voluntarily made, that 

they would enter into a treaty this year, is ignored by them. They have a 

hundred excuses and side issues to help them out of any corner; they stand 

on their natural rights as lords of the land, when that attitude suits one 

purpose; and appeal to the generosity of their great chief when their doing 

so suits another purpose. They bargain and beg alternately and squirm when 

confronted with their own admissions.20 

 

 
Library and Archives CanadaΣ wDмлΣ ±ƻƭǳƳŜ мусфΣ CƛƭŜ рунΣ ά/ƻƴŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ wŜƳŀǊƪǎ ƻƴ LƴŘƛŀƴ 
!ŦŦŀƛǊǎΦέ!ǳƎǳǎǘнфΣ 
1872 

 

 

 

 

 

 
20 Mediating the Numbered Treaties: Eyewitness Accounts of Treaties Between the Crown and Indigenous Peoples, 
1871-1876, Sheldon K. Krasowski (Thesis; University of Regina, 2011), p. 110.  
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Treaty No. 4: Factsheet  
 

Backgrounder: Treaty No. 4 was negotiated and entered into on September 15 and 

нмΣ мутп ŀǘ CƻǊǘ vǳΩ!ǇǇŜƭƭŜΣ Saskatchewan. First Nations within Manitoba signed 

adhesions at Fort Ellice. The larger portion of the Treaty area can be found in 

Saskatchewan; however, a small part of western Manitoba is covered by Treaty No. 

4. Manitoba communities that share in the benefit and obligations of Treaty No. 4 

include: Birch River, Mafeking, Swan River, Bowsman and many more. 

Treaty Witnesses: The commissioners for Canada were: Lieutenant-Governor Alexander Morris, 

David Laird, the Minister of the Interior; and William Christie, the Esquire of Brockville in Ontario. 

A number of Metis attended the Treaty negotiations as interpreters. Thirteen chiefs signed the 

Treaty, including Pis-qua (Pasqua, The Plain), Ka-wa-ca-toose (Lean-man or Poor-man), and 

Gabriel Cote. Many Anishinaabe and Cree Chiefs were absent at the time.21 

Map:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
21 Source: https://hcmc.uvic.ca/confederation/en/treaty_04.html 
 Map Source: http://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/DAM/DAM-INTER-HQ-AI/STAGING/texte-text/mprm_treaties_th-

ht_mb_1371839518086_eng.pdf 
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Treaty-Making Site:  

CƻǊǘ vǳΩ!ǇǇŜƭƭŜ, Fort Ellice   

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Treaty No. 4  First Nation Communities:  
Gamblers 

Pine Creek 

Rolling River 

Sapotaweyak (Shoal River) 

Tootinaowaziibeeng (Valley River) 

Waywayseecappo 

Wuskwi Sipihk (Indian Birch)  

 

Want to Know More? 

 See: aŀƴƛǘƻōŀ aǳǎŜǳƳΤ /ƘƛŜŦ tƛŀǇƻǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ vǳΩ!ǇǇŜƭƭŜ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅ - 

https://manitobamuseum.ca/main/chief-piapot-and-the-quappelle-treaty/ 

See: Regina Leader-PostΣ ΨDƻǾΦ DŜƴΦ 5ŀǾƛŘ WƻƘƴǎǘƻƴ ƳŜŜǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƘƛŜŦǎ ƛƴ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅ п ¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅΩ - 

https://leaderpost.com/news/local-news/gov-gen-david-johnston-meets-with-chiefs-in-treaty-

4-territory 

 

 

 

 

 

https://manitobamuseum.ca/main/chief-piapot-and-the-quappelle-treaty/
https://leaderpost.com/news/local-news/gov-gen-david-johnston-meets-with-chiefs-in-treaty-4-territory
https://leaderpost.com/news/local-news/gov-gen-david-johnston-meets-with-chiefs-in-treaty-4-territory
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Treaty No. 4: Primary Source 
 

 

 

 

A pictograph of the Treaty 4 negotiations illustrated by Chief Paskwa. It is considered rare as it 

is the only depiction of the treaty negotiations from a First Nations perspective. (Royal 

Saskatchewan Museum).22 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
22 Source: https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/saskatchewan/chief-paskwa-pictograph-1.3925166 



42 
 

Treaty No. 4: Primary Source 

Page 1/2 
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Treaty No. 4: Primary Source 

Page 2/2 

 

 

Source:  

These Too Were Pioneers: The Story of the Key Indian Reserve No. 65 and the Centennial of the 

Church 1884-1984. Harry B. Miller (Senior Consultant Service, 1984), pp. 16-17.  
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Treaty No. 4: Primary Source 

 

 

 

Chief Piapot and warriors on display, 1885.  

Source: O.B. Buell / Library and Archives Canada / PA-118775 
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Treaty No. 4: Primary Source 

 

 

"Saulteux Indians from Upper Assiniboine River, October 16, 1887" Source: Library and Archives 

Canada/Natural Resources Canada fonds/PA-050799 
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Treaty No. 4: Primary Source 

 

 

 

View of Fort Ellice from the north, 1890. The large building on the right side, with a covered 

ōŀƭŎƻƴȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŦƭƻƻǊ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜΣ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛŜŦ CŀŎǘƻǊΩǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜΦ 

Source: Archives of Manitoba, Fort Ellice 3. 
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Treaty No. 5: Factsheet  
 

Backgrounder: Treaty No. 5 was negotiated and entered into by the largest number 

of First Nation communities within Manitoba at different locations and times. The 

first negotiation concluded at Berens River on September 20, 1875 and continued at 

different First Nation communities around Lake Winnipeg . The second Treaty trip 

began in July 1876 and concluded in September. Manitoba communities that share 

in the obligations and benefits of Treaty No. 5 include: The Pas, Thompson, Wabowden, and 

Gypsumville. 

Treaty Witnesses: Alexander Morris and James McKay were appointed the 1875 Treaty 

Commissioners. The commissioners for the 1876 negotiations were Thomas Howard and J. 

Lestock Reid. Several First Nations leaders were Treaty signatories, including Chief Jacob Berens 

of Berens River, Chief David Rundle of Norway House, and Chief John Constant of Opaskwayak. 
23 

 

Map:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
23 Source:  
https://ourspace.uregina.ca/bitstream/handle/10294/3575/Krasowski_Sheldon_Phd_History_Fall2011.pdf 
Map Source: http://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/DAM/DAM-INTER-HQ-AI/STAGING/texte-text/mprm_treaties_th-
ht_mb_1371839518086_eng.pdf 
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Treaty-Making Sites:  

  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Treaty No. 5 First Nation Communities:  
Berens River 

Bloodvein 

Chemawawin 

Cross Lake 

Fisher River 

Grand Rapids 

Hollow Water 

Kinonjeoshtegon  

Little Black River 

Little Grand Rapids 

Mosakahiken  

Norway House 

Opaskwayak  

Pauingassi

Poplar River 

 

Want to Know More?  

See:  Presentation by the Swampy Cree Tribal Council to the Royal Commission on Aboriginal 
Peoples - http://data2.archives.ca/rcap/pdf/rcap-618.pdf 

{ŜŜΥ {ǳƳƳƛǘ ƻŦ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅ р {ƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴ bŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ Ψ{ǘƻǊȅ !ōƻǳǘ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅ рΣ мутрΣ ά¢ƘŜ ²ƛƴƴƛǇŜƎ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅέ 
- https://www.treaty5.com/story-about-treaty-5-1875-the-winnipeg-treaty/ 

1875 

Berens River  - Sept. 20  

Norway House ς Sept. 24 

Grand Rapids ς Sept. 27 

1876  

Dog Head Point ς July 24 

Opaskwayak -  Sept. 7  

 

 

 

http://data2.archives.ca/rcap/pdf/rcap-618.pdf
https://www.treaty5.com/story-about-treaty-5-1875-the-winnipeg-treaty/
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Treaty No. 5: Primary Source  

 

9ȄǘǊŀŎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ Ψ¢ǊŜŀǘȅ 5ŀȅǎΩ 

Tommy York, Norway House:  

Treaty days were a main attraction long ago. I recall when they 

were held at Rossville. People and families came from all over to 

join in the festivities and collect treaty payments. 

Treaty Days were usually held around August 16 every summer. When 

people arrived in RossvillŜΣ ǘŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ƴŜŀǊ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ IǳŘǎƻƴΩǎ .ŀȅ 

store, Lakeside Restaurant, and the cemetery are now. The tents were all 

lined up in long rows.  

In those days a big boat filled with tourists, pedlars, and Indian agents arrived 

at Norway House. I remember a man was hired to be an informant. 

Whenever these people were about to arrive, the informant went around 

Rossville shouting and telling people the Indian agent had arrived. Then the 

celebrations would begin.  

A big tent was set up where the treaty payments were to be distributed to 

all the recipients. When the Indian agent finished his preparations, the man 

who had been hired as an informant told everyone it was time to collect the 

treaty monies in Rossville. Only the father or the headman of the family went 

to see the Indian agent. Each reported the number of people he had in his 

family.  

While the treaty people collected their money, the pedlars laid our goods, 

food, and other merchandise which the people purchased from them.  

The pedlars came from around Selkirk and Winnipeg. They usually followed 

wherever the Indian agents went to distribute the treaty annuities.  

 

Source: Norway House Anthology: Stories of the Elders, Volume 1.  Byron 

Apetagon (Frontier School Division, 1991),  pp. 35-36.  
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The Pas Indian Band Hydro Settlement, 1991 24 

 
24 Source: https://www.hydro.mb.ca/community/indigenous_relations/pdf/the-pas-settlement-1991.pdf 
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Treaty No. 5: Primary Source  

 

 

Hudson's Bay Company Post, Dog Head Point, Lake Winnipeg, 1884. 

Source: Library and Archives Canada/PA-05076425 

 

 

 

 
 

25 Source: https://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/confederation/023001-7018-e.html#a050764 
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Treaty No. 5: Primary Source  

 

 

Paying treaty at Shamatawa, 1949. 

Source: Bruce Noton26 

 

 

 

 
 

 
26 Source: http://www.mhs.mb.ca/docs/mb_history/39/treatyparty1949.shtml 

http://www.mhs.mb.ca/docs/municipalities/shamatawa.shtml
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Treaty No. 5 Primary Source  

 
Chief Berens Petitions the Government for Treaty 

In the spring of 1875, Chief Berens of Berens River, sent a petition to the 

Lieutenant Governor of Manitoba asking that his people receive annuity 

ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘǎ άŀǎ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ LƴŘƛŀƴǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ  ǳǎέΦ ¢ƘŜ /ƘƛŜŦ 

also requested agricultural tools, noting that the hunting grounds of his people 

ǿŜǊŜ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ŜƳǇǘȅ ƻŦ ŦǳǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ .ŜǊŜƴǎΩ wƛǾŜǊ .ŀƴŘ 

had expected to take Treaty earlier. 

ά²Ŝ ǘƘŜ .ŜǊŜƴǎ wƛǾŜǊ LƴŘƛŀƴǎ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ȅƻǳ ƘǳƳōƭȅ ƛƴ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ 

some things relating to our happiness. Our hearts were very sore when we 

were disappointed at the Indian Commission not coming as had been 

promised to give us the same amount of Treaty money as had been given to 

the other Indians around us. 

However, we are pleased to hear from our missionary that you are willing 

that we should receive a quantity of tools, and other things to help us build 

our houses for ourselves and also to enable us to clear and cultivate our land. 

We now send you a list of what we now think we require and we should be 

very thoughtful if we could get them soon. 

Our hunting grounds are nearly empty of fur ς our future is dark, ς we are 

urged to follow the example of the white people and cultivate our land- 

If you give us the tools, we will try and do what we can. 

We all send our respects to you, our missionary tells us you are the true 

ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LƴŘƛŀƴǎ ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ǿŀǊƳ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ȅƻǳΦέ 

Treaty No. 5 was first signed by the  Berens River Band  in 1875.27 

 
27 Source: http://treaty.korkoladesign.com/treaties/treaty-no-5/chief-berens-petition/ 
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Treaty No. 5 Adhesion: Factsheet  
 

Backgrounder: Adhesions to Treaty No. 5 were negotiated in 1908 and signed 

throughout northern Manitoba during 1908-10. The final boundary for Treaty Five 

was set in 1910. A few of the Manitoba  communities that share in obligations and 

benefits of Treaty No. 5 Adhesion are  Flin Flon, Churchill, Gillam, and Leaf Rapids.  

Treaty Witnesses: Treaty Commissioner John Semmens. Several First Nations leaders 

were Treaty signatories, including Chief Peter Moose, Split Lake and Nelson House; Thomas  

Grieve, Norway House; Simon Moneas, Cross Lake; James Kirkness. Fisher River; Chief Jeremias 

/ƘǳōōΣ hȄŦƻǊŘ IƻǳǎŜΤ /ƘƛŜŦ tŜǘŜǊ ²ŀǘǘ ŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ [ŀƪŜΤ ŀƴŘ Chief Charles Wastasekoot, York 

Factory. 28 

Map:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
28 Source: https://hcmc.uvic.ca/confederation/en/treaty_05.html 
Map Source: http://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/DAM/DAM-INTER-HQ-AI/STAGING/texte-text/mprm_treaties_th-
ht_mb_1371839518086_eng.pdf 
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Treaty-Making Sites:  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Treaty No. 5 Adhesion  First Nation Communities:  
Bunibonibee (Oxford House) 

Fox Lake 

Garden Hill 

God's Lake 

Manto Sipi (God's River) 

Nisichawayasihk (Nelson House) 

O-Pipon-Na-Piwin (South 

Indian Lake) 

Red Sucker Lake 

Sayisi Dene (Fort Churchill) 

Shamattawa 

St. Theresa Point 

Tataskwayak (Split Lake) 

War Lake 

Wasagamack 

York Factory

Want to Know More?  

See: Manitoba Historical Society, Economic Aspects of Aboriginal Title in Northern Manitoba: 

Treaty 5 Adhesions and Métis Scrip -   

http://www.mhs.mb.ca/docs/mb_history/15/aboriginaltitle.shtml 

See: ¢w/aκ[ŜǘΩǎ ¢ŀlk Treaty, Episode 10: Treaty 5 and the Adhesions to Treaty 5 with Jarvis 

Brownlie - http://www.trcm.ca/multimedia/lets-talk-treaty/ 

First Nations entered Treaty at 
various locations and times. 

 
1908 

Nelson House 

Norway House 

1909 

Oxford House 

DƻŘΩǎ [ŀƪŜ 

1910 

5ŜŜǊΩǎ [ŀƪŜ 9ŀǎǘ 

York Factory  

 

 

 

http://www.mhs.mb.ca/docs/mb_history/15/aboriginaltitle.shtml
http://www.trcm.ca/multimedia/lets-talk-treaty/
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Treaty No. 5 Adhesion: Primary Source  

 

 

 

Chief and Councillor elect, York Factory, 1910 

Source: Archives of Manitoba 
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Treaty No. 5 Adhesion: Primary Source  

 

9ȄǘǊŀŎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ Ψ¢ǊŜŀǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅ 5ŀȅǎΩ 

 

Catherine Anderson. The Mounties gave the money out. Oh, you 

should have seen them! They were dressed in red and they had 

guns on them. The long guns. The strap came around the front and the gun 

sat on their back. The RCMP asked me to dance so I did! They were all sitting 

in a row; watching me, while I danced! First I had to put my socks and shoes 

on because I was barefoot.  

Archelaus Beardy. They would have dances and games [at treaty time]. I 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǊŜŀƭ ŦŜŀǎǘΦ Wǳǎǘ Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ ŘŀƴŎƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǘ-house or 

ōŀƴŘ Ƙŀƭƭ ǿŀǎ ŀ ōƛƎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŘŀƴŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜȅ 

would dance until morning and until they were tired!  

The Mounties would travel with the Indian agent and the treaty party from 

place to place and one would be dressed in red. They also had a doctor in the 

ǘǊŜŀǘȅ ǇŀǊǘȅΦ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎǘƻǊ ǿŀǎ ŘŜŀŦΦ IŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƛƳŜ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ 

ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘȅ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŘƻŎǘƻǊΤ ƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŜar!  

 

 

Source: Voices from Hudson Bay: Cree Stories from York Factory. Complied by 

Flora Beardy and Robert Coutts (McGill-vǳŜŜƴΩǎ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ мффсύΣ  p. 86.  
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Treaty No. 5 Adhesion: Primary Source  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

/ƘƛŜŦ ŜƭŜŎǘ wƻōŜǊǘ CƛŘŘƭŜǊΣ 5ŜŜǊΩǎ [ŀƪŜ .ŀƴŘ 9ŀǎǘΣ ф WǳƴŜ мфмлΦ The treaty signed, the 

/ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊ ǇƛƴƴŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ wƻōŜǊǘ CƛŘŘƭŜǊΩǎ Ŏƻŀǎǘ ŀ ǎƛƭǾŜǊ ƳŜŘŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ Ƙƛǎ 

shoulders a Union Jack, telling him that the flag would protect him from his enemies.29 

Source: Archives of Manitoba 

 

 
29 Source: http://www.mhs.mb.ca/docs/mb_history/15/thomas_av.shtml 
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Treaty No. 5 Adhesion: Primary Source  

 

 

Treaty Day encampment at Nelson House, 1949.30 

Source: Bruce Noton 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
30 Source: http://www.mhs.mb.ca/docs/mb_history/39/treatyparty1949.shtml 
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Treaty No. 5 Adhesion: Primary Source  

 

 

 

First treaty party to Churchill, Manitoba; ca. 1908-1915 

Source: Glenbow Archives/ File number: NA-2749-48 
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Treaty No. 6: Factsheet  
 

Backgrounder: The area comprised by Treaty No. 6 extends across the central 

portions of the present provinces of Alberta and Saskatchewan. The Treaty was 

negotiated on August 23 & 28, and September 9, 1876  at Fort Carlton, Saskatchewan. 

Two Manitoba First Nations signed its adhesions: Mathias Colomb (Pukatawagan) 

and Marcel Colomb.  

The Mathias Colomb Band is a signatory to an adhesion signed on August 10, 1889.  They were 

originally part of the James Roberts and Peter Ballantyne Bands of Saskatchewan.  Mathias 

Colomb was formed in 1910 and is now located at Pukatawagan. 31 

In 1972 a group of Mathias Colomb band members voted to split and create their own band and 

council. In 1995 Marcel Colomb First Nation (Black Sturgeon) was officially recognized by the 

Minister of Indian Affairs as the 62nd reserve in Manitoba. 

Treaty Witnesses: Treaty Commissioners Alexander Morris, W.J. Christie, and James McKay. The 

two main chiefs for the negotiations at Fort Carlton were Mistawasis and Ahtahkakoop.32 Treaty 

Six was signed by about 50 different nations from Alberta, Manitoba and Saskatchewan.  

Map:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
31 Source: http://data2.archives.ca/rcap/pdf/rcap-618.pdf 
https://ourspace.uregina.ca/bitstream/handle/10294/3575/Krasowski_Sheldon_Phd_History_Fall2011.pdf 
Map Source: http://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/DAM/DAM-INTER-HQ-AI/STAGING/texte-text/mprm_treaties_th-
ht_mb_1371839518086_eng.pdf 
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Treaty-Making Site:  

Fort Carlton, Saskatchewan  

 

 
Treaty No. 6 First Nation Communities:  
Marcel Colomb (Black Sturgeon)  

Mathias Colomb (Pukatawagan) 

 

 

Want to Know More?  

See: Compendium of The Village of Pukatawagan, Edward Bear -

http://hillmanweb.com/puk/beare.html 

See: Portraits of the North, John Colomb - 

http://www.portraitsofthenorth.com/portrait/johncolomb.html 

 

 

Many chiefs signed 

adhesions to Treaty 6 in 

the years after 1876. 

Mathias Colomb  signed  

an adhesion on August 

10, 1889 at Montreal 

Lake.  

 

 

 

http://hillmanweb.com/puk/beare.html
http://www.portraitsofthenorth.com/portrait/johncolomb.html
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Treaty No. 6: Primary Source 
 

 

 

 

In this 1960 photo, Sacred Heart of Ottawa Sisters pose with students at the Pukatawagan 

Residential School in Manitoba. (CNS photo/Library and Archives Canada, Reuters)33 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
33 Source: https://www.americamagazine.org/politics-society/2018/06/14/canadian-catholics-grapple-history-
whitewashing-indigenous-children 
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Researcher uncovers letters written in Cree syllabics:  

 

One of the most fascinating archival finds of my PhD research was a wonderful 

letter (in four parts) written in Cree syllabic. I came across it while researching the 

Adhesion to Treaty Six, which was signed by the people of the Montreal Lake and 

Lac La Ronge regions of Saskatchewan on a brutally cold February day in 1889. 

 

I took scans of these letters immediately, although I can read neither syllabic nor Cree. They 

languished in my digital files while I worked my way through other research, which eventually 

became my book, Forest Prairie Edge. The following is an excerpt that explains the Treaty Six 

Adhesion: 

 

After years of agitation and repeated requests from the boreal bands in the north Prince 

Albert region, the Crown finally agreed to offer treaty. The difference between an 

internal adhesion and an external adhesion was crucial: an internal adhesion added 

people to existing treaty stipulations; an external adhesion added both new people and 

new lands to an existing treaty. In the latter, treaty terms were at least somewhat 

negotiable. 

 

The external adhesion attempted to sort out a dual problem. On the one hand, there 

were bands with homes in the north Prince Albert region, within the boundaries of 

Treaty 6, that had not been offered treaty. Securing an external adhesion, which acted 

essentially as a new treaty, clarified the uncertainty of who was, and who was not, in 

treaty relationship with the Crown. Although there is nothing in the official records to act 

as confirmation, an external adhesion could negate continuing calls for arrears in treaty 

annuity payments. 

 

The second problem came from the commercial interests of investors in Prince Albert. 

Surveyors, scouting and marking out timber berths, realized that the boundaries of 

Treaty 6 did not entirely cover the potential area of forest resources that the Prince 

Albert community believed was within their economic sphere. In short, the land ceded by 

Treaty 6 did not correspond to the boundaries of the Saskatchewan District of the North-

²Ŝǎǘ ¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƻǊ tǊƛƴŎŜ !ƭōŜǊǘΩǎ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ŜƳǇƛǊŜ ƻŦ ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ ōƻǊŜŀƭ 

ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΦ hŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎ ŀǘ LƴŘƛŀƴ !ŦŦŀƛǊǎ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘΥ ά¢ƘŜ ƻōƧŜŎǘ ƛƴ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǊŜƴŘŜǊ Ƨǳǎǘ 

now is in order that the Govt might legally dispose of the lumber in that Section permits  
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Page 2/4  

 

ǘƻ Ŏǳǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ŎŀǎŜǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ōŜŜƴ ƛǎǎǳŜŘΦέ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŀǘ 

frantic and belated effort to legally rectify a serious errorτthe government 

was issuing timber permits on land that had possibly not yet been ceded by 

treaty. 

 

During the treaty negotiations, the Cree leaders from Montreal Lake had a somewhat different 

view than their Lac La Ronge counterparts in what should be included in the articles and terms 

of the treaty, and what should be included in the initial and subsequent treaty payments. The 

syllabic letters that I found were sent to Ottawa after the treaty negotiations were complete 

and the treaty signed, but before the first payment came in the fall of 1889. The letters came 

from the Montreal Lake leadership, outlining in further detail their thoughts on the treaty, and 

what would be most useful to them as part of their treaty payment. They had clearly had some 

time to think, and wanted to send a message on their expectations and needs. However, it is 

not known if anyone working for Indian Affairs at the time was able to translate these requests. 

The letters are a mix of Cree syllabic and English handwriting, and are written by three different 

people: Chief William Charles, councilor Benjamin Bird (who wrote 2 of the four pages), and 

councilor Isaac Bird.34  

 

*****  

 
hƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǇŀƎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊ aŜǊƭŜ aŀǎǎŜȅΩǎ ŦƛƴŘǎΦ hƴŜ ƛǎ ŦǊƻƳ /ƘƛŜŦ William 

Charles and the other from Isaac Bird.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
34 Source: https://merlemassie.wordpress.com/tag/montreal-lake/ 
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Letter from Chief William Charles  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Translation of Letter from Chief William Charles 

Line: 

1. nimithwîthihtîn, ninanâskomâw kihci-okimâskwîw 

I am happy, I give thanks to the Queen 

2. mîna otatoskîthâkana ôta ê-nakaskamâhk 

and also her workers, here where we meet 

3. mâka nipakosîthimonân kita-kitimâkihtahk nipîkiskwîninân 

but I hope she listens with compassion for our talk 

4. ôma kâ-wî-isi-kâkîsimototawâyahkik nîci-tipahamâtwânânak 

this where we are going to pray for our fellow treaty people 

5. nistam kâ-tipahamâtohk pîhonânihk sônîyâwak nîstanân 

the first treaty payment here at (Ft. Carlton or F. La Corne) for us 

6. kâ-ati-otayâniyâhk êkosi nitisi-kâkîsimonân 

to have clothing, this is what we pray for35 

 

 
35 Source: https://merlemassie.wordpress.com/tag/montreal-lake/ 
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Letter from Isaac Bird  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Translation of Letter from Isaac Bird  

Line: 

1. nimithwîthihtînân kâ-isi-pihtamâhk 

we are happy that we hear 

2. î-kî-kitimâkîthimikoyâhk kihci-okimâskwîw 

that the Queen shows us compassion 

3. ______ ikosi nîsta î-isi-tipâhtamân 

this is what I hear also 

4. anihi nitâsotamâkowininâna 

those things we were promised 

5. mîna kitakî-wî-tipahamâkawiyâhk 

we were supposed to be paid out  

6. sôniyâwak 

money 

7. ikwa mîna kotaka nipakosîthimonân 

and also we are hoping 

8. î-wî-natotamâhk 

to ask for other things 
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Treaty No. 10: Factsheet  
 

Backgrounder: Treaty No. 10 was originally signed in Canoe Lake, Saskatchewan 

between August 28 and September 9, 1906. The majority of the Treaty No. 10 area 

exists within Saskatchewan. Two First Nation communities in Manitoba are 

signatories to Treaty No. 10: Barren Lands and Northlands.  

Treaty Witnesses: Treaty Commissioner James A.J. McKenna, Indian Agent Thomas 

Borthwick (negotiated with the First Nations at Lac Brochet). Chief Petit Casimir signed on behalf 

of Barren Lands. Chief Thomas Benaouni signed for Northlands. 36 

 

Map:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
36 Source: https://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/eng/1100100028870/1100100028872 
Map Source: http://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/DAM/DAM-INTER-HQ-AI/STAGING/texte-text/mprm_treaties_th-
ht_mb_1371839518086_eng.pdf 
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Treaty-Making Sites:  

Canoe Lake, SK; Lac Brochet, MB  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Treaty No. 10 First Nation Communities:  
Barren Lands 

Northlands Denesuline First Nation 

 

Want to Know More?  

See: tǊƛƴŎŜ !ƭōŜǊǘ 5ŀƛƭȅ IŜǊŀƭŘΣ Ψ5ŜƴŜ ƭŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǇǳǘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƘŜŀŘŜŘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ŎƻǳǊǘΩ - 

https://paherald.sk.ca/2019/06/21/dene-land-dispute-could-be-headed-back-to-court/ 

See: ¢w/aκ[ŜǘΩǎ ¢ŀƭƪ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅΣ Episode 20: The Dene with Elder Joe Hyslop (Northlands 

Denesuline First Nation) - http://www.trcm.ca/multimedia/lets-talk-treaty/ 

Treaty 10 was made in 

August 1906 at Canoe 

Lake, Saskatchewan.  

First Nations within 

Manitoba signed 

adhesions to Treaty 10 

at Lac Brochet 

https://paherald.sk.ca/2019/06/21/dene-land-dispute-could-be-headed-back-to-court/
http://www.trcm.ca/multimedia/lets-talk-treaty/
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Treaty No. 10: Primary Source  

 

 

 

 

Treaty 10 page, with marks of "Petit Casimir, Chief of Barren Land Band, Jean Baptiste, 

Headman, and Andre Antsanen, Indian"37 

 

 
37 Source: https://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/eng/1418853369350/1418854433358 
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Treaty No. 10: Primary Source  

 

 

 

Treaty party at Brochet, Reindeer Lake, MB. 

Source: Canada. Dept. of Mines and Technical Surveys / Library and Archives Canada / PA-

019684 
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Dakota: Factsheet  
 

Backgrounder: Prior to European contact, the Ininiw (Cree) peoples and Anishinaabe 

peoples had Treaty relationships with the Dakota who lived in southwestern 

Manitoba.  Although the Dakota people were not a part of the Numbered Treaties 

they are recognized as occupying their own lands within Manitoba and have secured 

alliances and arrangements with the Crown. 

The historical relationship between the British and the Dakota is well documented. The Dakota 

were allies of the British before Confederation in 1867 and fought alongside the British in the 

War of 1812. In return, the British promised to protect Dakota territory, but when they signed a 

peace treaty with the United States in 1814, they handed jurisdiction of the Dakota territory 

south of the 49th parallel to the U.S.38 

On July 1, 2014 Sioux Valley Dakota Nation gained self-government. It was the first Indigenous 

nation in Manitoba and the Prairies to become self-governing. This agreement provides the Sioux 

Valley Dakota Nation with more control over its own affairs, including housing, education, public 

safety, financial administration and more.39 

Map:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
38 Source: https://www.cbc.ca/news/indigenous/whitecap-dakota-nation-treaty-framework-1.4502549 
39 https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/dakota 
Map Source: http://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/DAM/DAM-INTER-HQ-AI/STAGING/texte-text/mprm_treaties_th-
ht_mb_1371839518086_eng.pdf 
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Traditional Territory :  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
40 

 
Dakota Communities:  
Sioux Valley 

Dakota Tipi 

Canupawakpa 

Dakota Plains 

Birdtail Sioux

 

Want to Know More?  

See: Turtle MountainςSouris Plains Heritage Association, Dakota Claim in Canada -  

http://vantagepoints.ca/stories/dakota-claim-canada/ 

{ŜŜΥ ¢w/aΣ ¢ƘŜ 5ŀƪƻǘŀ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ 9ȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ aŀƴƛǘƻōŀ ς http://www.trcm.ca/the-dakota-

peoples-experience-in-manitoba/ 

See: Minnesota Historical Society, The Canadian Sioux -

http://collections.mnhs.org/MNHistoryMagazine/articles/41/v41i01p013-028.pdf 

 
40 Map source: http://www.usdakotawar.org/history/dakota-homeland 

The extent of Dakota 

settlement and travel 

based on oral histories 

and 18th century British 

maps.  

Map source: "Aboriginal 

Map of North America 

denoting the Boundaries 

and Locations of various 

Indian Tribes". The 

House of Commons. 

Britain: 1857. 

 

http://vantagepoints.ca/stories/dakota-claim-canada/
http://www.trcm.ca/the-dakota-peoples-experience-in-manitoba/
http://www.trcm.ca/the-dakota-peoples-experience-in-manitoba/
http://collections.mnhs.org/MNHistoryMagazine/articles/41/v41i01p013-028.pdf
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Dakota: Primary Source  

 

 

 

 

Detail of an 1857 IǳŘǎƻƴΩǎ .ŀȅ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅ aŀǇ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ 5ŀƪƻǘŀ ¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ ŜȄǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ 

49th parallel into present-day Canada.41 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
41 Source: https://aptnnews.ca/2019/01/18/dakota-plains-wahpeton-nation-wants-compensation-for-land-they-
purchased-but-were-made-to-give-up/ 
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Dakota: Primary Source 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sioux War Dance, circa 1845-48 by George Catlin. The Sioux (or Dakota, as they called 

themselves) were the masters of the North American plains in the eighteenth and early 

nineteenth centuries and one of the most populous First Nations in the Western Hemisphere. 

Smithsonian American Art Museum, Washington, D.C. / Art Resource N.Y.42 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
42 Source: https://www.canadashistory.ca/explore/first-nations-inuit-metis/divided-loyalties 
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Dakota: Primary Source 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wanduta (Red Arrow), from the Sioux Valley Dakota Nation, in the Oak Lake area, Manitoba, ca. 

1913 

Source: H.W. Gould. Library and Archives Canada, PA-030027  
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PART FIVE:  
 

Resources for 
Teaching & Learning   
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Using Primary Sources  
 

For the teacher:  

Examining primary sources gives students a powerful sense of history and the complexity of the 

past. Helping students analyze primary sources can also guide them toward higher order 

thinking and better critical thinking and analysis skills. 

 

Before you begin:  

¶ Choose at least two or three primary sources that support learning objectives. 

¶ Consider how students can compare these items to other primary and secondary 

sources. 

¶ Identify an analysis tool or guiding questions that students will use to analyze the 

primary sources (see the following student worksheet).  

 

Guide the students:  

¶ The first few times you ask students to work with primary sources, and whenever you 

have not worked with primary sources recently, model careful document analysis 

techniques.  

¶ Point out that the steps are the same each time, for every type of primary source:  

1. Meet the document. 

2. Observe its parts. 

3. Try to make sense of it. 

4. Use it as historical evidence. 

 

¶ Eventually, students will internalize the procedure and be able to go through these four 

steps on their own every time they encounter a primary source document. Remind 

students to practice this same careful analysis with every primary source they see.43 

 

 

 
43 Adapted from: http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/ 
                               https://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets 
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Check out the Treaty Relations Commission of Manitoba website for more information about 
teaching with primary sources: 

¶ Using Evidence to Explore the Treaty Relationship  
http://www.trcm.ca/wp-content/uploads/Using-Evidence-to-Explore-the-Treaty-
Relationship.pdf 
 

¶ Using Primary Sources in the Classroom  
http://www.trcm.ca/wp-content/uploads/Using-Primary-Sources-in-the-Classroom.-
TEI.pdf 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.trcm.ca/wp-content/uploads/Using-Evidence-to-Explore-the-Treaty-Relationship.pdf
http://www.trcm.ca/wp-content/uploads/Using-Evidence-to-Explore-the-Treaty-Relationship.pdf
http://www.trcm.ca/wp-content/uploads/Using-Primary-Sources-in-the-Classroom.-TEI.pdf
http://www.trcm.ca/wp-content/uploads/Using-Primary-Sources-in-the-Classroom.-TEI.pdf


81 
 

Analyze a Primary Source  
 

 

Check all that apply:  

Treaty Ä 

Map Ä 

Telegram Ä 

Letter Ä 

Indian Agent Report Ä 

Chart  Ä 

Report Ä 

Court Document Ä 

Newspaper/periodical Ä 

Speech Ä 

Government document  Ä 

Fur trade document  Ä 

Memorandum Ä 

Census/land  records Ä 

Diary Ä 

Church record Ä 

Poster Ä 

Photograph Ä 

Sketch Ä 

Painting  Ä 

Eyewitness quote: Ä 

Other:  

 

5ŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ƛǘ ŀǎ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ƛǘΦ ¢Ƙƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘΥ  What type of 

medium is used? Is it handwritten or typed? Is it made from pencil, ink, or paint? Are there 

images on it? Is it all by the same person? Are there stamps or other marks? What else do you 

see on it?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who wrote/created it?   

 

Who read/received it?  

 

When is it from?  

 

 

Where is it from?  

 

 

Meet the document:  
 

Observe its parts:  
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Write one sentence summarizing this source.  

 

 

Why did the author write/create it?    

 

 

 

What was happening at the time in history this source was created? 

 

 

 

²Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ǎƻǳǊŎŜΩǎ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜΚ 

 

 

 

What biases or stereotypes do you see? 

 

 

 

What does this source tell us about local Treaty history?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

What did you find out from this source that you might not learn anywhere else? 

 

 

 

What other sources or historical evidence can you use to understand local Treaty history?  

 

 

 

 

Try to make sense of it:  
 

Use it as historical evidence:   
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Analyzing Oral Histories  
 

For the teacher:  

History textbooks give overviews of people and events of the past. Primary sources provide 

varied perspectives, adding details, nuance and, often, a sense of immediacy that make history 

come alive. Oral histories and personal narratives aƭƭƻǿ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǎǘŜǇ ƛƴǘƻ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΩǎ ǎƘƻŜǎ ŦƻǊ 

a moment and make personal connections to history. 44 

Before you begin:  

Prepare to engage your students with oral Treaty history. This may be 

done: 

¶ through in-person interviews ς one on one with students or a class 

guest speaker;  

¶ oral history collections recorded using audio or video devices;   

¶ print records of oral history interviews.  

 

Guide the students:  

In-person Interviews:  

¶ Remind students that an oral history interview is not about the interviewer. The focus 

should be on the interviewee and they should do most of the talking, with occasional 

questions from you to guide them in directions you think are the most productive. 

¶ Prepare guiding questions beforehand.  

¶ Be mindful of protocols when interviewing Elders.  

 

Recorded sessions/collections: 

¶ Listen more than once:  

1. First listening ς Listen for key ideas and details.  

2. Second listening ς How did the subject of the oral history communicate his/her 

ideas or experiences? 

3. Third listening -  Make connections between your local Treaty history and the 

ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊΩǎ ƛŘŜŀǎ.  

 

 

 

 
44 Source: https://primarysourcenexus.org/2012/03/analyzing-primary-sources-learning-from-oral-histories/ 

Active Oral History 

Conducting oral 

history interviews 

 

Passive Oral History 

Conducting 

research and 

learning from oral 

history interviews 
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Print records of oral history interviews:  

¶ Be sure  your students know as much about the subject of the interview as possible 

before you begin.  

¶ Take into account the perspective of the interviewee as well as the date and context of 

the transcribed interview.  

¶ Have students consider questions that the interviewer may have missed. What would 

have you asked to learn more about local Treaty history?  

 

Check out the Treaty Relations Commission of Manitoba website for more information about 
teaching about inviting speakers to your classroom:  

¶ Using Guest Speakers in the Classroom  
http://www.trcm.ca/wp-content/uploads/Using-Guest-Speakers-in-the-Classroom.-
TEI.pdf 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.trcm.ca/wp-content/uploads/Using-Guest-Speakers-in-the-Classroom.-TEI.pdf
http://www.trcm.ca/wp-content/uploads/Using-Guest-Speakers-in-the-Classroom.-TEI.pdf
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Local Spaces, Places, and Treaty History 
 

For the teacher:  

Teaching about local Treaty history can come in many forms. {ƘŀǊǇŜƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ 

thinking skills by engaging them with their local surroundings as evidence of the Treaty 

relationship.  

Before you begin:  

Build a classroom culture of critical thinking and inquiry. Guide your students to see the present 

as a reflection of the past, and the spaces and place we inhabit today as markers of this history.  

 

Guide the students:  

When exploring evidence of the Treaty relationship in the local community (see page 14), ask 

students:  

1. OVERVIEW: What do you see? What is your general description of the place and its 
setting? How does it relate to Treaty? 
 

2. DETAILS: Look closely and identify specific details about location, size, shape, design, 
arrangement, setting, and other characteristics. 
 

 
3. IMPRESSIONS: What do your observations suggest about the place's age, purpose, 

function, and evolution? 
 

4. BIG PICTURE: What do you think the place suggests about people, events, or ways of life 
from the past? 

 

5. EVIDENCE: Look at your conclusions for Questions 3 and 4. How do you know? What 
specific clues did the place itself contribute? How influential were previous knowledge 
or assumptions? 

 

6. QUESTIONS & ANSWERS: What questions did the physical evidence raise for you? What 
information is missing? Whose perspective is missing? What else would you like to 
know? Where might you find more information? 45 

 
45 Adapted from http://www.msp.umb.edu/LocHistoryTemplates/ 
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Check out the Treaty Relations Commission of Manitoba website for more information about 
teaching about local Treaty history: 

¶ In What Treaty Area am I?  
http://www.trcm.ca/wp-content/uploads/In-What-Treaty-Area-Am-I.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.trcm.ca/wp-content/uploads/In-What-Treaty-Area-Am-I.pdf











